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Op	 art

A visual art style that uses precise patterns, 
m a t h e m a t i c s , a b s t r a c t s h a p e s , n o n -
representational objects and color (or black & 
white) to create OPtical illusions.  

Instructions 
1. Background: Lightly draw parallel lines 

going across paper. Use both sides of the 
ruler. 

2. Draw a simple object that is round in nature, 
like a heart or a circle. 

3. Draw curved lines from side of the round 
object to the other to create dimension and 
movement.  ( straight → curved → straight ) 

4. Color in bands, alternating the bands, like 
the American flag. Only use 2 -3 colors

• Paper 

• Pencil 

• Ruler 

• Color Pencils

• Born: 4-9-1906, Hungary 

• Died: 3-15-1997, France 

• Credited for being the 
creator and leader of the 
Op Art movement. 

• 1965 “The Responsive Eye” 

• Influenced by Abstract and 
Expressionist movements by 
de-emphasizing (or even 
eliminating) 
representational subject 
matter - recognizable  

• People ready for new & fun
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The 1960’s

• Assassination of JFK 

• Encapsulated in the Civil Rights movement 

• British rock invasion 

• Done with idyllic lifestyle of the 1950’s 

• People receptive and ready for something new and fun. 

Op art direction

• Use of precision, mathematics, stark contrast, and abstract shapes to achieve 

• Foreground and background confusion 

• Exaggerated depth of field 

• Implied movement 

Time magazine coined the phrase


1965 exhibition of op art: “the responsive 
eye”


Op art was influenced by abstract and 
expressionist movements by de-emphasizing 
(or even eliminating) representational 
subject matter.



